hand discovered. Out of this rank Solomon chose the
object of his admiration. Indeed, what Reason may not
go to School to the wisdom of Bees, Ants, and Spiders ?
what wise hand teacheth them to do what Reason cannot
teach tis ? Ruder heads stand amazed at those prodigious
pieces of Nature, Whales, Elephants, Dromidaries, and
Camels; these, I confess, are the Colossus and majestick
pieces of her hand : but in these narrow Engines there is
more curious Mathematicks; and the civility of these
little Citizens more neatly sets forth the Wisdom of their
Maker. . . I could never content my contemplation with
those general pieces of wonder, the Flux and Reflux of
the Sea, the increase of Nile, the conversion of the Needle
to the North; and have studied to match and parallel
those in the more obvious and neglected pieces of Nature,
which without further travel I can do in the Cosmography
of myself. We carry with us the wonders we seek with-
out us: there is all Africa and her prodigies in us; we
are that bold and adventurous piece of Nature which he
that studies wisely learns in a compendium what others
labour at in a divided piece and endless volume.
Thus there are two Books from whence I collect my
Divinity; besides that written one of God, another of His
servant Nature, that universal and publick Manuscript,
that lies expans'd unto the Eyes of all: those that never
saw Him in the one have discover'd Him in the other.
This was the Scripture and Theology of the Heathens:
the natural motion of the Sun made them more admire
Him than its supernatural station did the Children of
Israel; the ordinary effects of Nature wrought more
admiration in them than in the other all his Miracles.
Surely the Heathens knew better how to joyn and read
these mystical Letters tfran we Christians, who cast a more